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Bringing the New Deal to a New Generation | Before taking a self-guided tour, get a short orientation to 
the recently renovated and enlarged FDR Presidential Library & Museum. The introduction will emphasize 
artifacts, exhibits, and art related to the New Deal along with the museum’s interactives and immersive 
audiovisual theaters. Touch screens allow visitors to explore digital flipbooks with documents, photographs, 
and audio from historians with multiple viewpoints on controversial questions, including "Did the New Deal 
really work?" Jeff Urbin, education specialist, FDR Presidential Library & Museum 

Climate Change and Sea Level Rise | Why does sea level change? How has it changed in the past? What 
can be done to address the risks faced by communities along the Hudson as climate change brings more 
extreme weather and sea level rise? We’ll address these questions with activities that analyze scientific data, 
model the impacts of sea level rise, and explore actions communities are taking to become more resilient and 
as community residents affected by climate change and sea level rise. Margie Turrin, education coordinator, 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory; Libby Zemaitis, climate outreach specialist, Hudson River 
Estuary Program, NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation | HS science, social studies, civics/PIG 

Free the Tribs: Improving Passage for Floods and Fish in Community Streams | While climate change 
can’t be pinpointed as the cause of any one storm, it is predicted to make severe storms more frequent, 
increasing flood risks. How will it impact us? Is stream crossing infrastructure up to the challenge? Can 
improving resilience benefit fish? Let’s explore answers to these questions by analyzing scientific data and 
exploring community efforts to improve both resilience and connectivity. Rebecca Houser, environmental 
educator; Megan Lung, environmental analyst; Andrew Meyer, conservation specialist, Hudson River 
Estuary Program, NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation | HS science, social studies, civics/PIG 

Hands (and Feet) on Learning: The NY Giant Traveling Map | Participate in hands-on geospatial 
activities using the map’s land and water features. Come dance your way across the state and linger near the 
Hudson Valley to investigate activities that empower students to learn more about mapping our world. Get 
details on borrowing the map, which was created by the National Geographic Society. Prize awarded for best 
impromptu Hudson River Two Step! Nordica Holochuck, New York Sea Grant; Susan Hoskins, Institute 
for Resource Information Sciences, Cornell University | ES 

Historic Bridges of the Hudson Valley: Building Bridges to Build Communities | The development and 
construction of these iconic bridges profoundly affected -- and continues to affect – virtually everything 
about our communities. I will provide an overview of the bridges’ creation and share group activities and 
project-based learning strategies related to the bridges. In addition to experimenting with the activities, we’ll 
examine primary sources, such as news articles and photos, to learn more about how the bridges influence 
politics, culture, and the economy. Kathy Burke, director, NYS Bridge Authority’s Historic Bridges of the 
Hudson Valley, and former teacher 
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THV is a program of the Hudson River Valley National Heritage Area and Greenway Conservancy | Roosevelt-Vanderbilt National Historic Sites, National 
Park Service | Hudson River Estuary Program, NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation | Hudson River Valley Institute at Marist College Additional institute 

sponsors FDR Presidential Library, National Archives & Records Administration | Roosevelt-Vanderbilt Historical Association 

History Comics Club: Connecting Students to their Heritage One Panel at a Time | Learn how one site 
used comics to connect an underserved population with local history, build interest in art and writing, and 
create a sense of place for students. Talk about how the model can be adapted to your school or site including 
partnerships, funding, and possible themes. You’ll also learn about the history of comics in the U.S. 
including their diversity, ability to cross cultures, and ways to use them as teaching materials. Emily 
Robinson, education assistant; Susan Boudreau, site manager, Clermont State Historic Site | Grades 4-12, 
ELA, social studies 

“I had no idea that happened here!” Strategies for Exploring Your Amazing Hometown | Every town 
has a story! This workshop will explore ways to identify and manage resources, utilize the arts, facilitate 
cooperation between teachers and community resources, and evaluate programs and student learning. All that 
while, support educational goals including introducing students to their hometowns. Our example “A History 
Walking Tour of Rhinebeck,” now in its fifth year directly supports social studies standards, while also 
engaging in meaningful ELA development. Peter Muste, MAT, and Pat Sexton, founders/co-directors, 
Education Network for Teachers & Artists | MS model, but easily adaptable for all ages. 

Mapping out your Community: How water resources connect us | What does community mean to you? 
How can maps help you share important topics? Using local and regional maps, we’ll discuss who and what 
make up a community and how our perspectives shape the meaning of community. We will look at various 
maps to better understand the significant connections and interdependence of communities, specifically, 
through our shared water resources and watersheds. Robin Sanchez, deputy director of education, NYC 
Dept. of Environmental Protection | Designed for MS, but easily adaptable for all ages. 

Opening More Closets at Val-Kill: Finding American History | Discussions about Val-Kill’s LGBTQ 
history can quickly get sidetracked by debate over Eleanor Roosevelt’s sexual identity. That’s too bad, 
because the intersections of LGBTQ perspectives underscore the ways in which Val-Kill’s past remains 
meaningful and relevant. At the core of Val-Kill’s story are the limits of traditional concepts of identity: what 
is normal and who is excluded or oppressed by notions of “normality” -- stories fundamental to both 
American and LGBTQ history. Using Val-Kill as a test case, this workshop will address why LGBTQ 
history is relevant to young people and why it should be taught. Frank Futral, curator, Roosevelt-Vanderbilt 
National Historic Sites, NPS 

Out of Washington’s Shadow: An African-American History Tour of Newburgh | Learn about the 
origins and development of a unique project developed by students, faculty, the Open Space Institute, and 
Sound & Story of the Hudson Valley. We’ll emphasize the project’s collaborative research and creation 
processes, and share an interactive audiovisual presentation of the walking tour itself. We hope participants 
can learn from our use of oral histories, site-specific experiential learning, and student on-site listening. 
Colin Morris, prof. of history; and Tashae Smith, recent graduate, Manhattanville College | MS & HS 

Planning and Paying for Student Field Experiences | Get tips for planning and paying for place-based 
learning. Learn about THV Explore Awards, NYS Parks Connect Kids Transportation Grants (Title 1 
schools only), BOCES, DonorsChoose, Target, community foundations, and other resources. There will be 
time for questions and review of application forms. BOCES representatives TBA; Susan Carver, 
environmental educator, Connect Kids, NYS Parks; Debi Duke, coordinator, THV; Natashea Winters, 
community engagement officer, Berkshire Taconic Community Foundation 

http://www.soundandstory.org/
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The River that Flows Both Ways: A Listening and Writing Workshop Exploring Hudson Lore | After 
listening to short river tales, the facilitator will help participants write stories or poems – a community-
building activity that can be used at schools and sites. Participants will learn creative writing techniques; 
ways to drawn on oral tradition, stories, and historic materials, using words, music, and images as 
inspiration, and more. Jonathan Kruk, M.A.Ed., and master storyteller 

Safe Schools for All: Transgender and Gender Nonconforming Students | Learn best practices for 
providing a safe and welcoming learning environment for every student, including those who do not fall 
within traditionally held expectations for appearance and behavior. Hear real student voices. Share your 
experiences, explore real-world case studies, and challenge personal beliefs to strengthen your skills and 
empathy for students. GLSEN Hudson Valley: Rob Conlon, chapter co-chair and program manager, 
Statewide Children’s Centers in the Courts; Peter Mostachetti (LMSW), student outreach coordinator; 
Christopher Wyble, professional development coordinator  

Service Learning at Historic Sites | Are one-time field trips enough for students to engage with and 
understand a resource? What are some alternatives? Engage your creativity to develop ways to use youth-led 
projects at natural or cultural sites to facilitate community building. Hear from high school interns about 
projects they have completed at Martin Van Buren NHS. Then, use Design Thinking Process to adapt 
projects for your community, site, and/or curriculum. Students TBA, Kayla Altland, coordinator, education 
and youth program, Roosevelt-Vanderbilt and Van Buren National Historic Sites, National Park Service | HS 

Teaching a People’s History of the New Deal | Of all the US presidents, FDR is probably most associated 
with helping poor and working people. What is often overlooked is the pressure brought to bear on him 
during that period by a nation in rebellion. Participants will take part in a role-play I use with my students. I 
also will provide an overview of my New Deal unit and share a packet of activities and resources to engage 
students in this rich history. Adam Sanchez, social studies teacher, Harvest Collegiate HS, NYC; editorial 
board member, Rethinking Schools | MS & HS social studies 

Teaching Tough Topics | When students engage in civil discourse, they are better prepared for an active 
role in a democratic society. Using immigration as the topic, we’ll practice thinking critically about and 
analyzing controversial issues. We also will provide up to date information and statistics about immigration 
in our country and region. And, we’ll try out strategies and reflect on how they might work in various 
settings with a range of ages. You’ll leave with Common Core-aligned resources. Laura Garcia, racial 
justice program manager, YWCA Orange County; Christine McCartney and Ginny McCurdy, ELA 
teachers, Newburgh Free Academy; and Kathy Wurster, social studies teacher, Washingtonville HS | 
Grades 5-12 

Votes for Women! Inspiring Involvement with the History of Women’s Rights | 2017 is the centennial of 
women’s suffrage in New York State. Before winning the right to vote, women used many strategies to make 
their voices heard – petitions, speeches, parades, even clothing. Our students also lack the vote, but that 
doesn’t mean they can’t engage with issues that affect them and their communities. Let’s examine the 
suffragists’ methods and explore ways to help our students connect with these stories and find their own 
voices. Alethea Mouzakes, senior, Shenendehowa HS; and Ashley Hopkins-Benton, senior historian/social 
history curator; Stephanie Miller, youth services director; and Kathryn Weller, education director, New 
York State Museum 
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