
December 4, 2017 - Henry A. Wallace Education Center 
FDR Home & Presidential Library, Hyde Park

Teaching about Animal Migration in the Hudson Valley

8:45 a.m.  • Check In

9:00 a.m. Rooms A, B & C  • Welcome & Overview
Larry Turk, Superintendent, Roosevelt-Vanderbilt-Van Buren National Historic Sites
Steve Stanne, Estuary Education Coordinator, NYS DEC Hudson River Estuary Program

9:15 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.  • Featured Speakers

9:15  Forest Amphibians and their Annual Migration
In March and April throughout the Northeast, forest amphibians like wood frog and spotted salamander emerge from 
their below-ground shelters and migrate to vernal pools for breeding. Laura will talk about the Hudson Valley’s forest 
amphibians and how volunteers are documenting their annual migration. 
Laura Heady, Conservation and Land Use Coordinator, Hudson River Estuary Program and Cornell University.

9:50  Migrating Locally and Globally with Birds
The eBird citizen-science project is one of the largest projects in the world. With over 400 million observations from 
every country in the world, one can clearly see the global impact of eBird. But how does such a massive database help 
on a local level? Introducing the eBird STEM models!
Lindsay Glasner, BirdSleuth K-12 Outreach Coordinator, Cornell Lab of Ornithology.

10:25 a.m. • Break & Presenter Showcase

11:00  Migratory Fish of the Hudson River
Signature fish that use spawning and nursery habitat in the Hudson are  also important components of coastal fish 
populations Their management and protection requires cooperation with other states. We will discuss how research 
into their migratory behavior helps us learn more about ways to protect these fish. 
Amanda Higgs, Fisheries Biologist, Hudson River Estuary Program REP/Cornell DNR.

11:55  The Eel's Amazing Migration: A Focus on the Adult Spawning Run
American eels make incredible migrations from where they hatch in the Sargasso Sea to freshwater habitats along the 
East Coast and back again. Much of the adult migration back to the ocean is still a mystery.  Sarah will cover recent 
research hoping to better understand the adult eel life stage.
Sarah Mount, Science Educator, Hudson River National Estuarine Research Reserve.

12:10 p.m. • Lunch

1:00 – 3:30 p.m. • Breakout Workshops

3:30 The Hudson River Almanac
Since 1994 this natural history journal has connected people from the far ends of the watershed, allowing readers to 
keep their finger on the pulse of the Hudson River Valley. Participants will discover how the Hudson River Almanac
documents a broad spectrum of migrations and will learn how to translate their own adventures and observations.
Tom Lake, Almanac Compiler and Consulting Naturalist, Hudson River Estuary Program.

3:55  Wrap up



Betty Boomer – Independent Environmental Educator
Migrating Miracles: Monarchs have delighted humans since we first encountered them.  Betty will share findings 
concerning the flight and plight of the monarch.  This workshop will look at how this tiny traveler tackles a 2500+ mile 
journey. What might its journey reveal about our natural world? What new risks might this multi-generational being face?

Chris Bowser – Hudson River Estuary Program/NYS DEC & NYS Water Resources Institute/Cornell University
Musical Migrations: Music, song, and motion are great ways to emphasize science topics in the classroom. Learn a few   
songs about migratory species, and write a few lines of your own. No musical ability necessary… including the instructor.

Grace Ballou – Hudson River National Estuarine Research Reserve
Keepin' it Eel - Community, Science and the American Glass Eel: How many miles does an American eel migrate between 
their spawning ground and the Hudson? How can you and your community help research glass eels in a stream near you? 
Come learn about the citizen science monitoring project and do a hands-on classroom activity.

Laura Conner & Nick Martin – New York State Office of Parks, Recreation and Historic Preservation
Bird Migration: Interactive Games and Activities to make the Learning Fun for your Students: Looking for a fun and 
interactive way to teach your students about bird migration?  Measure your “wing span” to figure out what species of bird 
you’d be if you could fly; play a game that teaches the importance of  habitats for migration; touch bird props, preserved 
bird wings and reproduction skulls and learn how to speak in the ancient language of the Barred Owl.

Brittany DiLeo – New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
Birds, Migration, & Flying WILD: Experience inquiry-based, hands-on activities exploring birds & migration from Flying 
WILD. Participants will leave with two copies of activities and information on scheduling a full Flying WILD workshop.

Michelle Forster – Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies
DATA JAM: Learn how to use local environmental datasets to study the Hudson River watershed. We will explore the
concept of data literacy and show examples from students who have been creatively telling
the stories of local environmental science through the Hudson Data Jam STEAM program.

Lindsay Glasner – Cornell Lab of Ornithology
Migration Obstacle Course:  Flap, glide, or soar your way through our Migration Obstacle Course as you experience first-
hand the challenges birds face when migrating. After (hopefully) surviving migration, we’ll then discuss real-life scenarios 
to bring in topics around conservation and human impacts.

Tom Lake – Consulting Naturalist
Beginning and Keeping Natural History Journals: Their value in observing, documenting, and teaching.

Megan Lung & Andrew Meyer – Hudson River Estuary Program
Free the Tribs - Improving Passage for Fish & Floods in Your Community’s Streams: Every year, birds fly up the Hudson 
River and salamanders move through forests. But don’t forget the fish that move just under the surface of our countless 
streams! Are there actions that communities can take to reconnect our stream habitats? Could those same actions make 
our publicly-owned infrastructure more resilient to large storms? Let’s explore!

Timothy Stanley – Fresh Air Fund’s Sharpe Reservation
Teaching About Native Pollen Bees: Our native pollen bees have developed unique relationships with native flowers and 
pollinators. This workshop introduces educators to activities and techniques to teach students about native bees and their 
life cycles, with emphasis on how bees carry pollen. Participants will also learn how to enhance pollinator habitat including
bee houses and pollinator gardens. Understanding their natural history is the first step to taking action on their behalf.

Steve Stanne – Hudson River Estuary Program/NYS DEC & NYS Water Resources Institute/Cornell University
These Maps are for the Birds…and Reptiles…and Fish:  DEC’s Breeding Bird, Fish, and Reptile and Amphibian Atlases offer 
teachers an opportunity to combine exploration of data about the distribution of these creatures with learning about New 
York State geography. Steve will review lessons that build students’ science and social studies skills.

Margie Turrin – Lamont Doherty Earth Observatory
Migration - Keeping Stock:  Migratory fish present a fisheries management challenge as they move between ocean and 
rivers and along the coast during their lifecycles. The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission coordinates 
management efforts. This activity will focus on data collected for that purpose. We will look at Hudson River and Atlantic 
Coast data and use that to 'argue from evidence' for a management policy. This activity aligns with the NYSSLS.


