
Covering Climate Change in the Classroom

November 19th, 2014 - Henry A. Wallace Education Center 
FDR Home & Presidential Library, Hyde Park

8:45 a.m.  • Check In

9:00 a.m. Rooms A, B & C  • Welcome & Overview
Lynn Bassanese, Director, Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library and Museum
Sarah Olson, Superintendent, Roosevelt-Vanderbilt-Van Buren National Historic Sites 
Steve Stanne, Estuary Education Coordinator, NYS DEC Hudson River Estuary Program  

9:20 a.m. - 12:15 p.m.  • Featured Speakers

9:20 - The psychology of teaching about climate change - Our keynote will address the challenges of teaching about 
climate change in ways that inspire people to engage and act. Lynne Cherry, author and film maker.

10:00 - How and why our climate is changing in the Hudson Valley - With a brief introduction to mitigation and 
adaptation, Ms. Murphy will be explaining the basics of climate science and the climate projections for New York 
State. Elizabeth Murphy, Climate Outreach Specialist, DEC Hudson River Estuary Program/Cornell University.

10:35 - 10:50 a.m. • Break

10:50 - The Hudson River Estuary during and after extreme weather events.  What do recent storms tell us about 
the river’s resiliency? - Climate models predict that our region will experience increased precipitation in more 
episodic and intense events.  Irene, Lee, and Sandy have given us a taste of what that might for the Hudson.  Dan will 
describe their impacts on the estuary and effort to restore the Hudson’s resiliency to big storms. 
Dan Miller, Habitat Restoration Coordinator, Hudson River Estuary Program. 

11:25 - Sea level rise on the Estuary - Dr. Spector will discuss impacts associated with sea level rise on the estuary, 
including the SLAMM model (Sea Level Rise Affecting Marshes Model) and impacts on marshes. 
Sacha Spector, PhD, Director of Conservation Science, Scenic Hudson.

12:00 - How communities are taking action - Mrs. Marcell will discuss how communities are taking action to adapt to 
changing conditions, like flooding, and highlighting the state’s new program, Climate Smart Communities, designed to 
help communities reduce emissions, save money, and reduce their vulnerability to extreme weather. 
Kristin Marcell, Special Projects Coordinator, NYS DEC Hudson River Estuary Program/Cornell University.

12:30 p.m. • Dear Matafele Peinem Poem- United Nations Climate Summit Opening Ceremony

12:40 p.m. • Lunch

1:20 - 3:45 p.m. • Breakout Workshops

3:45 p.m. • Book signing by Lynne Cherry & Informal Networking

Room A Room B Room C

1:20-2:05 Dave Conover Steve Stanne Nordica Holochuck

2:10-2:55 Margie Turrin Cornelia Harris Nordica Holochuck

3:00-3:45 Margie Turrin Cornelia Harris Lynne Cherry



Breakout Workshops

Lynne Cherry- Author and film maker
Young voices for the planet: Come see the showing of a few of Lynne’s Young Voices for the Planet movie shorts.

Margie Turrin- Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory
Exploring sea level rise: A field based student activity visualizing the effects of local sea level rise (SLR) on your own 
shoreline is a really meaningful way to understand the impact of a warming climate.  Participate in a field based 
activity designed for MS/HS students that measures the effect of 3 different projections for SLR on our local 
waterfronts. MS/HS

Dave Conover- Clearwater
The Hudson-Greenland connection: Learn some of the ways the fate of the Hudson River Valley and Greenland, 
earth's largest island, are connected. Participants will receive a presentation and a hands-on lesson that can be 
used in the classroom. ES/MS/HS  

Cornelia Harris- Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies
Climate change & Hudson River fish: Based on long-term fish and temperature data from the Hudson River, we 
believe that some species are responding to the warming river. This lesson plan can be used in MS or HS 
classrooms. Students can graph data themselves or use the provided representations to investigate the population 
changes in two species of fish (rainbow smelt and tomcod). MS/HS

Will we have freshwater tidal wetlands in 2080?: Teachers will learn how to use a simulation model to explore the 
changes that will take place in a local freshwater tidal marsh along the Hudson River by 2080. Lessons for MS and 
HS students will be provided that focus on wetland ecology and how the ecosystem will change in response to rising 
sea levels. MS/HS 

Nordica Holochuck- New York Sea Grant
Investigating the differences between climate and weather: Interpreting local weather data and understanding the 
relationship between weather and climate are important first steps to understanding larger-scale global climate 
change.  Featuring a hands-on matching activity designed to help young students explore climate and weather. MS

Paleoclimate of the Hudson Valley: How can learning about climate history help teach our students about Climate 
Change? This hands-on activity introduces how scientists study sediment cores to find out what the climate was like 
here in the past. MS

Steve Stanne- Hudson River Estuary Program
Climate change in my city: Comparing personal perceptions to measured conditions.  What do you remember 
about last winter? Was it snowier than usual? Do older members of your family have stories of the ‘old days’ when 
blizzards were blinding and cold unrelenting? In this session we will use weather observation data available on the 
web to compare these memories to actual conditions in the times being remembered. Do such personal perceptions 
reflect real changes in climate? MS/HS

Teaching the Hudson Valley helps educators discover, appreciate, 
and share the region's natural, historic, and cultural treasures 
with children and youth. THV fosters collaboration among schools, 
museums, parks, historic sites, art galleries, libraries, and 
other groups.
www.teachingthehudsonvalley.org  

The Hudson River Estuary Program helps people enjoy, protect 
& revitalize the Hudson and its valley. It aims to  promote 
public understanding of the river, including the life it supports, 
its role in the global ecosystem, and the challenges the river 
faces and how they can be met.
www.dec.ny.gov/lands/4920

New York Sea Grant Is a cooperative program of the State University of New 
York (SUNY) and Cornell University. A statewide network providing research, 
education, and extension services promoting the coastal economic vitality, 
environmental sustainability and citizen awareness and understanding about 
the State's marine and Great Lakes resources. www.seagrant.sunysb.edu


