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PROPOSING A FIELD EXPERIENCE 
 
Show your colleagues and teachers how your place -- historic landmark or site, museum, park, open space, or 
trail can (1) bring K-12 subject matter to life, (2) foster a sense of community by encouraging partnerships 
between sites, schools, and community groups, (3) create conversations about cultural, ecological, and social 
issues, (4) "remix" history to engage people more effectively and illuminate the future as well as the past, and/or 
(5) describe opportunities for students to do research or community service. 
 
On Wed., July 27, participants in THV's annual institute will spread out around the Valley to experience places 
firsthand. Please propose experiences that are new or go beyond established programs and tours. In addition to 
using one or more of the ideas above, here are some ways to create strong experiences: 
 

• Share something unexpected teachers might use to prepare students for a visit or extend learning after a visit. 
 
• Demonstrate a new tour, collection, or program teachers should know about.  
 
• Share planned programs or collections to get teachers’ opinions.  For instance, test a program or tour being 
developed or revised or get ideas for using artifacts, documents, or other materials currently in storage.  
 
• Explore ways to use documents or artifacts in your collection for on-site or school activities. 

 
Experiences should be 6-8 hours long. Two sites near each other are welcome to make joint proposals. THV will 
reimburse most costs and provide up to five complimentary institute registrations for staff, board members, or 
volunteers. For full consideration, e-mail your idea as a Word doc or PDF by March 25. Be sure to include: 
 

• Your name, site name(s), contact information, URL, and directions or link to directions. 
 
• What you'd like to do -- an outline or easy-to-read summary with a title that is vivid but not too long. 
 
• Intended audience and group size. Provide minimum and maximum numbers appropriate for your proposed 
experience. Please specify if the content is most relevant to certain grades or disciplines. 
 
• Takeaways, i.e., what participants will get out of your session including any tours, materials, etc. 
 
• Presentation type(s), for instance, panel, demonstration, hands-on activity, tour, discussion, or combination. 
 
• A concise (about 100 words) and accurate description of the day for promotional use. 
 
• Suggested start and end times. Institute participants come from all over the Valley so especially if you are at 
either end of the region, please consider traffic and travel time.  
 
• Costs you hope to be reimbursed for, e.g., admissions, lunch, snacks, materials, special speakers. 
 
• A paragraph about each presenter. Photos of presenters and the site are very welcome. 

 
If you have questions, please e-mail Debi Duke or phone her at 845-229-9116, ext. 2035. 
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